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Oklahoma.
of the very few left who can still speak the native

Mrs. Dean is a full blood Delaware and one
language. Mrs. Dean also has the right to bestow Indian
names, and also remembers a great deal about her people.
Mrs. Dean is a traditionalist who desires to see her culture
survive,

The greatest benefit to the author in gathering
material for this article was getting to know Nora Dean
and her wondertul family, daughter Louise and husband
Charlie.

wouldn’t have been written.

Without their help and patience this article
Jim Remeter, who lives
with the Dean family, supplied the phonetics for the
Delaware words. Jim is compiling the Delaware language
and we hope some day to see his finished work., Our

gratitude to Jim for his assistance.

HISTORY

The Delaware or Lenni Lenape experienced their
first European contact with Dutch traders in 1598, In
1610, English settlers sailed into Delaware Bay and found
the Delaware people living along the Delaware River in
New Jersey. The name Delaware came from the “Lord de
la Warr, Sir Thomas West, the appointed governor of
Jamestown.

Some of the first Delawares were said to have left
their ancestral lands as early as I1660. Their migration
is great historical reading for history buffs and is well
documented in C. A. Weslager’s work, The Delawares -
A History.

The Delaware people were pushed westward through
Pennsylvania and Ohio, then moved to Indiana after the
crushing defeat of the Six Nations and their allies by
General “Mad” Anthony Wayne, where they settled along
the west fork of the White River between the cities of

Muncie and Indianapolis, Indiana.

During President Monroe’s administration the Act
of 1804 shaped the policy of moving all Indians west
of the Mississippi River, so the Delawares were forced
to cede their Indiana lands and moved to Missouri, Kansas
and Texas in 1818.

While in Missouri there was trouble with the Osages
and the Miamis which forced another treaty negotiation
and a move to Kansas where they were to stav for
38 years — 1830-1868. During this period the Delawares
and the U.S. negotiated no less than four treaties, and

each time the Delaware lands covered less area. A
permanent home was what was needed, so in 1860 the
Delawares, of their own volition, sent a delegation to

look at Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

On August 10, 1866 the Senate ratified a treaty
which allowed the Delawares to purchase land from the
Cherckees, and a final agreement was made on April 8,
1867 between the two tribes.

TQPéPTHUN (Skirt). Ideally, the skirt is made of broad-
cloth; both navy blue and red. The amount of material
used depends upon the size of the wearer, Here is a way
to calculate the amount of material needed. Your hip
size plus 28 in. The 28 in. is for two 4 in. pleats at
each side and a 12 in. lap at the front right (fig. 1).
You will probably wind up with between 1-2/3 to 2 yvards
of material.

Wearing the Skirt. The Delaware skirt is worn

basically one way with a slight variation of a second way.

To differentiate between the two I have separated them

into Style 1 and Style II. The difference is that in Style II
the top is folded over to expose the ribbon or beadwork
{continued on page 8}
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Dutch, and Oklahoma by the

[ have looked in vain through references

vania carried to
Delaware.’
on German Palatinate costumes for an example of
this type ornament and therefore doubt this as the
origin. Instead, | think it may have had its origin
in the bow-shaped stone gorget in common use on
If this

aboriginal origin is proved true, it may still have

the Atlantic Coast in pre-Columbian days.

)

been the Delaware that carried it to Oklahoma.’

In tracing the removal of the Delaware people, 1
feel Feder is quite right in his conclusion. At one period
or another all the tribes listed by Feder had definite
contact with the Delawares and some exchanges of clothes
must have taken place.  As an cxample, the Delaware
people living in Anadarko show a definite Caddo influence
in their clothing.

A hairbow and trailer can be decorated in various
ways. The most common method seen is like those shown
in photo 18. Tirst cut out a paper pattern base using the
dimensions shown in Fig. 8, using any stiff material
desired. A light-weight aluminum seems to be best, but
you can also use rawhide, plywood or masonite. Using

the paper pattern, cut out two picces of tradecloth or
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velvet. I'eder suggests a backing of heavy muslin or light

canvas.  Mrs. Dcan, however, uses no backing but covers

the edges of the frame with adhesive tape to avoid

possible tearing. Sew the covering material over the base.
Old

pieces show a bias tape or ribbon border around the

The seam will later be covered with edge beading.

perimeter about 1/2 in. wide, but this is not necessarv
although it scems to give a finished look to the picce.
When sewing together, Mrs. Dean waxes her thread.

The next step is to apply the metal spots using
designs shown or similar to those in the photos provided.
Many older examples include a German silver band around
the center part of the bow about 1/2 in. x 3 in. (photo
19).

them and

These bands have verv simple designs stamped on

can be obtained from several silverworkers
around the country or ordered through scveral traders
who carry their work.

One old method of attaching the ornament to the
hair was tying a thong which was inserted through the
band the back

punched at the ends. Mrs. Dean’s hairbows had a barrett

German  silver at through two holes
sewn to the back which allows casy fastening.

A trailer portion can be made of one large ribbon
or a combination of ribbons sewn together to form one
large piece. The end or bottom of the trailer is cut into
a V shape from which small hawk bells or tin conc jingles
can be hung. Deccoration on the Delaware style seems
to be mostly simple, using silver brooches. One example
m Ieder’s article shows a large 4 in. to 4-1/2 in.silver
brooch with stamped designs attached about 6 in. below
the bow. The bow is covered with silver spots and some
beadwork. The simplicity of the Delaware hairbow scems

(continued on page 13)
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The author of this article, Ty Stewart, originally had intended to use
drawings of Delaware women’s clothing so he commissioned Delaware
Indian artist Brice Vaughn to do the drawings. Ty later decided to use
photographs, but for this posting on the Delaware Tribal website we are
adding back the drawings by Brice.
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