
LENAPE NAMES OF OTHER BODY PARTS 
 

 These are names and drawings of some of the body parts as used by 
the Lenape or Delaware Indians.  In the first column there are links that can 

be clicked to take you to the Lenape Talking Dictionary (www.talk-
lenape.org). Place the cursor over the link and click to take you to the 

dictionary where you can hear the Lenape name.  The middle column has an 
image of the parts named,  In the third column in italics is the literal 

translation of the Lenape name or additional information.  

 
 

 
nulàkhàkw 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=7631  

 

 

 

 
 

 
the roof of my mouth; 
my palate 

 
kèhkëntakhwikàn 

 
http://talk-lenape.org/detail?id=16288 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
uvula 

 
kwëntakàn 

 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=3412  

 

 
 

 
 

 
throat 
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mèxkilëk mukëm 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=4725 

 

 

 
 

 

aorta 
 

“biggest artery” 
 

 
the main artery 

leading from the 
heart 

 

 
mukëm 

 
https://www.talk-

lenape.org/detail?id=5239 

 

 

 
 

 
vein;  artery 

 

 
wchèt 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=10484  

 

 

 
 

 
muscle 

 
nunakàn 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11789  

 

 

 
 

 

breast   
 

 
this word also means 
milk 
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Skeletal Parts of the Body: 
    

 
xkànàntëp  
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=11631  

 

 

 
 

 
skull 

 
tulhaixkàn  
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=10345  

 

 

 
 

 

breastbone; sternum 

 
xkelixën 

 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=11633  

 

 

 
 

 
rib 

 

owikàn 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=8074  

 

 

 
 

 

spine; backbone 
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chpixkeyèk 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=888  

 

 

 
 

 

joint of the body 
 
 

this shows the elbow 
joint – one of many 

joints in the body 

 
xayantëp 

 
https://www.talk-

lenape.org/detail?id=11553  

 

 

 
 

 
scalp 

 
witunaya 

 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=11369  

 

 

 
 

 
whiskers; beard 

 
 

Bodily Fluids and Other Parts: 
 

 
mixekën 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=4882  

 

 
body hair 

 

wixàk 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11375  

 

 
pubic hair 

 

pahkàsun 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=8123  

 
 

 

bone marrow 
 

this also means nut meat 
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sùkwinakàn 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=9744  

 

 

spit; saliva 

 

shki 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=9545 

 

 

urine 
 

 
spinko 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=13032  
 

 
tears 

 
mhukw 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=1382 

 

 
blood 

 
wis’hwi 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=18356 

 

 
bile 

 
xùkwinakàn  

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11695 

 

 

mucous 

 
mëli 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=4556  

 

 
pus 

 
ktaptiksu 

 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=13023  

 

 
he sweats 

 
 

 

sànikw 
 
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=9144  

 

 

nasal discharge, snot 

 

Compiled by Jim Rementer, director, Lenape Language Project 
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