
Lenape Names of Internal Organs 
 

 These are names and drawings of some of the internal organs as 
known by the Lenape or Delaware Indians.  In the first column there are 

links that can be clicked to take you to the Lenape Talking Dictionary 
(www.talk-lenape.org). Place the cursor over the link and click to take you to 

the dictionary where you can hear the Lenape name.  In the third column 
enclosed in “  ” is the literal translation of the Lenape name.  

 
 

ORGANS 
 

 

tëmp 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=10078  

 

 

 
 

 

brain 

 

xès 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=11561  

 

 
 

 

 

skin 
 
 

 
view of a section of 

skin showing the layers 

 

wilanu 
 
http://talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11130  
 

 

 
 

 

tongue 

http://www.talk-lenape.org/
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=10078
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=10078
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11561
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11561
http://talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11130


 

hopàn 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=12917  

 

 
 

 

lung 
 

 

teh 
 
https://www.talk-

lenape.org/detail?id=1501  

 

 
 

 

heart 
 

 

xoy 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=11679  

 

 
 

 

spleen 
 

https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=12917
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=12917
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=12917
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=1501
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=1501
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11679
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11679


 

xkwën 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=11659  

 
 

 

 
 

 

liver 
 

 

wis’hwitakàn 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=18357  

 
 

 
wis’hwi 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=18356  

 

 
 

 

gall bladder 
 

“bile container” 
 
 

 
gall;  bile 

 
this word shows the 
underlying form for gall 

bladder 
 

 

mutay 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=5264  

 

 
 

 
stomach 

 

wëlàkwshia  
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=10568  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
intestines;  guts 

https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11659
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=11659
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=18357
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=18357
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=18356
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=18356
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=5264
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=5264
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=10568
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=10568
https://www.talk-lenape.org/detail?id=10568


 

pëpèkwsu 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=8588 

 
 

 

 
 

 

kidney 
 

 

shkitakàn 
 
https://www.talk-
lenape.org/detail?id=9547  

 

 
 

 
bladder 

 
 

“urine container” 
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