The Giant Snake

Told by Jim Thompson
To W. W. Newcomb

While out hunting a man heard the call of a turkey near a large lake. People
had been accustomed to get water from this lake, but nevertheless a monster
snake lived there. The unwary hunter was attracted to the lake by what he thought
was the call of the turkey, but it was the water monster. The monster killed him by
drowning, and then ate him. Two or three other people were caught in the same

way by this snake.

Several men got together who had power. One of the men had two "clean"
(i.e., ritually clean) sons. The boys go to the Sun. When they approached the Sun,
he told them not to come too close because of the heat. Sun told them to stand off

to one side.

He then instructed them to take some sweepings of the dirt swept to the
west end of the Big House and to sprinkle it around the lake inhabited by the great

snake, and that this procedure would kill the snake.

When they returned, this was done. Immediately the water began to boil, the
snake could be seen writhing in the water. Soon he floated on his back dead, and

so they were rid of the monster.



